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African American  

Veterans 



  

President Barak Obama and 

Honorable Eric K. Shinseki, 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs, set 

the goal in 2010. 



The New Secretary of Veteran 
Affairs Continues The Effort to 
End Homelessness in year 2016 

Veteran 

Affairs 

Secretary 

 

Robert 

McDonald  



Congressman Al Green 

Home for Heroes Act 

Homes for Heroes Act  

Problems Vets face on returning home 

 

 Lack of affordable housing 

 Access to stable health care  

 Consistent amount of income  

 Post-traumatic stress disorder  

 Substance abuse 
 



Veterans Day 

The Jackson Lee Amendment helps reminds 

us of our obligations to provide our veterans 

the assistance needed to avoid 

homelessness. 



 The percentage of minority homeless veterans 
has decreased 
 

 Minority veterans are still overrepresented 
within the homeless veteran population 
 

 Successful programs from the community are in 
place to address the needs of minority veterans  

OVERALL STATISTICS 
 

 

. 



 African American veterans make up 35.1% of the 
homeless veteran population, compared to 18.9% of 
veterans in poverty, and 10.4% of all veterans 

 

 Hispanic veterans comprise 5.1% of homeless veterans, 
4.1% of poor veterans, and 3.4% of all veterans 
 

 Non-Hispanic White veterans made up 52.1% of 
homeless veterans, compared to 70.3% of veterans in 
poverty and 81.5% of all veterans 

 

 
Race and Ethnicity  

current statistics 



 While almost half of veterans in general are age 62 
and older, veterans in  the 31-50 and 51-61 age groups 
have the greatest percentages of homeless veterans 
 

 They are each almost equally represented at 41% of 
the homeless veteran population 

 

 Veterans between 18 and 30 make up 8.8%, and 
veterans again 62 and older make up 8.6% 
 

AGE 
Current Statistics 
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 How many homeless veterans are in America? 

 In January 2014, communities across America 
identified 49,933 homeless veterans during point-in-
time counts, which represents 8.6 percent of the 
total homeless population. This represents a 
substantial decrease (67.4 percent) in the number of 
homeless veterans counted only five years 
previously in 2009.i Though veterans continue to 
remain overrepresented in the homeless population 
in America,ii these recent decreases demonstrate the 
marked progress that has been made in ending 
veteran homelessness. 

 

 

Current Statistics 



 What are the typical demographics of homeless 
veterans? 

 Homeless veterans tend to be male (91 percent), 
single (98 percent), live in a city (76 percent), and 
have a mental and/or physical disability (54 percent). 
Black veterans are substantially overrepresented 
among homeless veterans, comprising 39 percent of 
the total homeless veteran population but only 11 
percent of the total veteran population. 

Current Statistics 



 As troops return from operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the face of veteran homelessness has changed: homeless 
veterans are increasingly younger, female, and heads of 
households. Despite this, homeless veterans are still most 
likely to be males between the ages of 51 and 61 (43 
percent)iii and to have served in the Vietnam War.iv And, in 
the next 10 to 15 years, it is projected that the number of 
homeless veterans over the age of 55 could increase 
drastically. 

Current Statistics 



 Many of these veterans end up homeless. Many have 
no access to health care even though VA has the 
discretion to provide medical benefits on a case-by-
case basis. Veterans who are kicked out of the 
military for misconduct related to PTSD, TBI, and 
other invisible wounds are also excluded from 
receiving help from many nonprofits, says Kristina 
Kaufmann, executive director of the Code of Support 
Foundation. 

 In other words, the people who most need help 
often are the least likely to receive it. 

 

Booted After Battle 



African Americans have fought in every war of the US,  
including Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican-

American War, Civil War, Spanish American War, World 
Wars, Korean War, Vietnam War, Gulf War, Wars in 

Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as other conflicts, and 
have volunteered for numerous death defying missions.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War


HUD/VA(VASH) Put 

more funds into the 

larger cities, resulting 

in a winning effort to 

end homelessness 

among veterans. 



  

IS MAKING GREAT STRIDES  

IN THE RACE  

TO END HOMELESSNESS  

FOR OUR VETERANS 

AND HAS HELPED BY PROVIDING 

BENEFITS AND SUPPORTIVE 

SERVICES 

 

HOUSTON  
The 4TH Largest City 



Cloudbreak Houston LLC 
is a major player in the 
Housing of Homeless 

Heroes 
 

HOUSTON  



OUR 3rd YEAR AT 

TRAVIS STREET PLAZA! 



Midtown Houston 



Houston- Light Rail Lofts (Pending) 



Future Affordable Housing 



Mayor Annise Parker ( Former Mayor) and veteran Elvin 

Black 

at ceremony marking the success of  

Housing Houston’s Heroes, a multi-agency program 

Housing Houston’s Heroes Ceremony  



 
SYLVESTER TURNERR 

NEW MAYOR of HOUSTON 



WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER 

THANK YOU 



2015 Progress  

“I am so pleased to share that we have been 
recognized by our federal partners as having 
effectively ended veteran homelessness and forever 
changing the path for veterans who may experience 
housing instability. They are eager to do a big national 
announcement that will include up to three cabinet 
secretaries along with USICH and Mayor Parker. This 
event will likely happen in early June…” – Mandy 
Chapman Semple, Director Of Homeless Initiatives 
Mayors Office Houston, TX 





Female Veterans Are The Fastest 
Growing Segment of Homeless 

Population 


